
Historic Preservation allows for a vibrant future by preserving our past, and Fort Lauderdale has a 

significant number of great properties that speak to the City’s history and heritage. Did you know that 

there are over 60 historic sites of note in the City? Some of these sites such as Stranahan House, are 

over 100 years old. This, and many other sites, provide an enriched cultural experience for tourists and 

residents of Fort Lauderdale. 

Historic Preservation is also an important link between a city’s history and the people who live there. 

There are many factors that are considered when determining what should be preserved. These could 

include connections to a historical figure or event and architecture and range from archaeological sites 

to culturally significant areas. Sometimes, as in the case with the Himmarshee District, entire areas can 

be designated as historic. Most important for the Comprehensive Plan is the understanding that while 

there are multiple methods of recognizing significant historic sites such as the National Register of 

Historic Places, protection and preservation of these resources is done locally. Without local policies in 

place, pieces of local heritage could easily disappear! 

In evaluating historic sites, many jurisdictions look to 

the Secretary of Interior’s Standards when 

discussing the historic preservation and 

rehabilitation of properties. These standards focus 

around the character of the building by ensuring the 

use of appropriate methods and materials in the 

preservation, rehabilitation, or restoration of a 

structure. In doing so, historic resources can provide 

for a connection to the past through the display of a 

variety of building types. As part of the 

Comprehensive Plan rewrite, we are looking at best 

practice policies, including from the American Planning Association, and examples such as the City of 

Bethelehem, Pennsylvania, where their comprehensive plan includes efforts to combine economic 

development and historic preservation, and Goldsboro, which includes identification of architecturally 

significant buildings as part of district master planning.   

With your input, the City can continue to preserve important sites throughout the community. As the 

revision process to Advance Fort Lauderdale continues, your input is also important. Be sure to visit the 

project website for updates and opportunities to participate in our forums at: 

https://www.advancefortlauderdale.com 

Also, be on the lookout for monthly updates on various elements as well as best practices from other 

communities throughout Florida and the rest of the country! 

https://www.advancefortlauderdale.com/

